wrecked railroads, devoured livestock, and ravaged southern forests. In effect, such issues augmented debt and racial prejudice against newly freed blacks, and cotton was at the center of the picture. After the war, as Mauldin explains, the south was poorer, and individuals were less likely to practice subsistence agriculture as they were bound to cotton monoculture. The loss of livestock, the closing of the open range and common lands, and the decline of shifting cultivation hindered farmers' ability to be self-sufficient. Environmental conditions disturbed by wartime, such as acidic soils, erosion, and woodland clearance, fated farmers to the use of commercial fertilizer. Clearly, environmental conditions made southerners vulnerable. This is where gradually closed the open range in the cotton south, as the practice was no longer rational in terms of economic stability. The end of slavery weakened the southern agricultural system, which bound both whites and black to intensive cultivation techniques. The postwar period also saw the out migration of black southerners, which Mauldin attributed to the intensification of cotton cultivation in newly settled areas and jobs in cities, which shifted the boundaries of southern culture.
